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Please respond to a total of two questions from the options below—selecting one question from 

PART I and one question from PART II. Answer with cogent and well-organized analytical 

essays, using specific historical examples and historiographical interpretations to make your own 

original argument. You may use parenthetical citations for any text on the syllabus; use full 

citations for outside material. You have eight hours to complete the exam. Please email your 

responses as an attachment to mweber@gc.cuny.edu. 

 

PART I (Choose 1):  

1. In Banking on Freedom, historian Shennette Garrett-Scott writes: “Capitalism itself was a 

double-edged sword, built on the exploitation of others’ labor and shaped by the racial 

exclusionary logics of Jim Crow.” Considering recent developments in histories of capitalism, 

write an essay that describes in detail three of the main features of U.S. capitalism before the 

New Deal. How does emerging scholarship on labor and capitalism complicate older histories 

about the formation of the radical Left in the early 20th century? Cite the scholars and texts that 

have informed your stance. Your essay should give considerable attention to issues such as class 

formation, regionalism, and “the color line” while demonstrating your understanding and 

interpretation of periodization.  

2. After the Civil War, identity categories such as race, gender, and sexuality were in flux. 

Historians, including Matthew Frye Jacobson, have explored the degree to which agents of the 

state and community leaders sought to police and define these categories in order to include and 

exclude people from the citizenry. Using Jacobson’s “three epochs” structure, produce an essay 

that centers on race, gender, or sexuality* to argue the three most historically significant or 

representative moments/examples—from the end of the Civil War to the end of WWII—in 

which we see how contestations over identity further entrenched notions of difference and 

fostered systemic inequalities. Your essay should also cite the scholars and texts whose research 

has informed your choices.  

*Note: you’re only required to choose one identity category but you can opt to select a second if 

your argument hinges on a co-constitutive framework.  

 

PART II (Choose 1): 
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1. The Journal of American History has asked you to write a historiographical essay on the ways 

in which historians have studied the years between FDR’s New Deal and Reagan’s War on 

Drugs. Choose a particular focus upon which to anchor your essay (possible ideas: affirmative 

action policy, the (sub)urban housing crisis, rise of the New Right, the carceral state, Gay Rights 

movement, etc.). Paying considerable attention to the intersections of race, class, and gender, 

your essay should: 1) detail three historiographical shifts in your chosen area of focus 2) discuss 

major debates/points of contention 3) attend to questions of periodization 4) highlight scholars 

and texts that have significantly shaped your chosen area of focus. 

 

2. You have been tasked with organizing a conference called “Legacies of the Long Civil Rights 

Movement.” In order to secure funding, you must write a historiographical essay on Black 

Freedom Movement history to be submitted with your application materials. Your essay should: 

1) explain the contours of the Long Civil Rights Movement debate, including its key 

interlocutors and their stances 2) detail at least two historiographical developments in Black 

Freedom Movement history (broadly defined) that you believe ignited this debate in the early 

2000s 3) explain where the field has gone since the 2007 publication of Cha-Jua and Lang’s 

“Long Movement as Vampire” 4) argue whether you think the debate is still relevant given 

recent developments in the field.  

 

 

 

 

 


